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Give people time
to tell their stories
EDITORIAL

By PETER RAINE

Cartoon: Sara Mudryk

WHEN a plane flown by Michael
Hutchins disappeared in the Bar-
rington Tops 33 years ago, no one
could have known it would
become Australia’s biggest civil
aviation mystery.

The families of the people on
board the plane didn’t ask to
become the centre of so much
media attention for the past three
decades. They had all suffered a
big loss and should have been left
alone. But they have become part
of huge mystery and the media
needed to know their stories.

Sometimes though, those stories
are very personal and people
don’t want to tell them. Everyone
should have the right to say no to
attention without being harassed.

Kevin Hutchins is the son of the
pilot of the plane, Michael
Hutchins. He has been saying no
to journalists wanting to talk to
him about his father since the
plane went missing.

Recently he was contacted by
Sunday Night to talk to them for a
special they were doing on the
mystery. Even 60 Minutes tried to
get him to talk to them.

Kevin has finally decided to talk
publicly about his dad and what

happened to him and said he
chose to tell the students from
Stroud Public School because of
why they wanted to do the story.

He believed that they were
genuinely interested in him and
his dad, and did not want to
exaggerate what happened, make
things up or just want to get some
drama out of him. He trusted them.

It must be horrible to be the
person at the centre of such a
tragedy. Imagine hearing your
dad’s voice when he was so scared
and trying to save his own life and
all those other men’s lives as the
plane was crashing.

Imagine people who didn’t ever
know your dad or anything about
what happened on that plane,
perhaps blaming him for the
crash – especially when it soun-
ded like he did everything pos-
sible to save them.

Imagine how you would feel
every time they searched for the
plane and it all got dragged back
up again, and they played that tape
again. Imagine getting phone calls
all the time from media wanting
you to talk about how you feel.

Kevin’s story is personal and
doesn’t belong to anyone else. It’s
good that he was able to choose
when and how he talked about it.

Maybe other people involved in
tragedies will read what he has
done and hopefully feel like they
can resist pressure too.

RECOVERED: Heath and Bryn Francis with their mum Margaret at Booral.

Farm hazards
can affect all
By THOMAS DEW

MARGARET Francis knows how
devastating farm accidents can be
and how strong mothers have to be.

Eight years after losing her hus-
band Kevin in a truck accident on
the farm at Booral, Margaret’s son
Heath lost his arm in a mincer in the
butchery on the farm.

‘‘An accident doesn’t just affect
the person who it happens to, it
affects everyone, sometimes more
than the person who it happens to,’’
Margaret said.

‘‘It was very hard for me, espe-
cially after losing Kevin too. But the
person I think it was hardest on was

his older brother Bryn who thought
that he should have protected him.’’

In December 1988, Heath and
Bryn were in the farm butchery
when Heath’s hand was pulled into
the mincing machine.

Amazingly Heath did not scream.
‘‘He sat there very quietly knowing
his hand was caught, but I knew
what was going to happen.’’

Heath was flown to hospital with
the mincer still attached to his arm.

Margaret said it was very hard to
tell Heath that he had lost his right
arm below the elbow.

But he recovered and went on to
become a Paralympian, winning 13
medals, six of them gold.

Super Cats
keep it in
the family
By SARAH MUDRYK

STROUD was always a rugby
league town until about 10
years ago when a group of
female soccer players got
together and formed the Stroud
Super Cats soccer team.

Super Cats captain Melissa
Bonney said lots of girls were
playing for Clarence Town and
decided they could form their
own team.

‘‘We’d never had a soccer
team in Stroud before and
there’s no men’s team, so we
thought we’d give it a go,’’ Mrs
Bonney said.

The 16 team members are all
from Stroud and travel as far as
Swansea, Edgeworth and Cess-
nock during the season.

Mrs Bonney said the team
had a ‘‘reasonable season’’ in
2014. ‘‘We won some, lost some
and drew some this year,
although we were the only team
to take points from the minor
premiers Plattsburg-Mayfield.’’

With a lower age limit of 13,
the team often features a num-
ber of mother-daughter combin-
ations.

This season mum Mary Cot-
terill played with her daughter
Laura while Michelle Farley
was joined by her daughters
Amelia and Carissa.

‘‘It’s a really good healthy
thing for mums and daughters
to be able to do together,’’ Mrs
Bonney said.

Residential lodge a generous gift for town

RETIRING: John Bowen, leader since 1985, at Stroud
Community Lodge. Picture: Amy Klein

By AMY KLEIN

JOHN Bowen will leave a
great gift for the Stroud
community when he
retires from the board of
Stroud Community Lodge
next month.

Mr Bowen has been the
leader of the lodge for
more than 30 years since it
was first thought of by the
Stroud Lions Club in 1985.

‘‘This community raised
more than $400,000 to
build the lodge by doing
everything from running
picnic races at the branch
to selling chook manure in

bags at the service sta-
tion,’’ Mr Bowen said.

‘‘The lodge is owned by
the people of Stroud and
they should all be very
proud of it.’’

Mr Bowen said his
mother inspired him to
push for the lodge.

‘‘My mum was in care in
Gloucester and it really
upset me to see what she
had to go through. I want-
ed the people of Stroud to
have better.’’

Mr Bowen said he would
like to spend the last part
of his life at the lodge
himself.

Here for good.
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